137.   Mr SPEECH AT SURAT

I like to give summaries of others' and my own speeches and
I know I have the ability to do this, but I rarely get time for
that. It happens that I have the time and the inclination to give
a summary of my speech at Surat on the 31st.1

On that day, there was a meeting of the Working Committee
in Surat. It was attended by Hakim Ajmal Khan, Mian Chhotani,
Dr. [M.A.] Ansari, Dr. Choithram [Gidwani], Shri Kaujalgi and
Shri Vithalbhai Patel, all members, and me. Taking advantage of
this occasion, they had arranged a meeting for the citizens of
Surat. It had been decided that I should not attend the meeting
and so I was busy with my work. Meanwhile, Shri Dayalji came
and informed me that the audience demanded my presence. The
reason was that Dr. Choithram had needlessly dropped a remark
at the meeting that I might possibly be arrested within ten days.
On the audience insisting that, in that case, they would like to see
me, Shri Dayalji came to persuade me and I went.

Generally, I go to a meeting prepared with an outline of
what I am going to say. This time, however, I had not thought
about anything at all. But the thought which had been in my
mind for some time past came up vividly before me and I put it
before the citizens of Surat in such emphatic language as I had
not used before. I think every Gujarati should know what I said.

I should like to see that same thought in everyone's mind. I,
therefore, wanted to give my Surat speech for the benefit of all.

There was a time when I felt how good it would be if I were
in jail. But now my desire to go to jail has nearly vanished. I
feel that imprisonment is only a rest and a luxury for me. I have
no fear at all that, if the Government imprisons me, it will harass
me in jail. Other prisoners have had to suffer more or less, and
>o their imprisonment had and continues to have value to that
extent. And so this is what I said.2

[From Gujarati]
5-2-1922

t &*For the speech, rift "Speech at Public Meeting, Surat", 31-1-1922.